TLC Work-Trade questionnaire

I have worked at a farm before why all this fuss?


Tryon Life Community Farm (TLC Farm) is not what many think of when they hear the word farm. Yes, it has the classic farm symbols such as, a vegetable garden, a dozen plus chickens, 4 goats, and 2 sheep. But unlike many farms it also has an intentional community with about 14 full time human residents who live on the land and participate with the TLC farm work. TLC farm is also unique for its commitment to being an educational resource center in addition to its dynamic organizational structure which is managed with horizontal consensus meetings. TLC farm is open to the public six days a week and often has groups coming to visit the land, so it is important that all of us are comfortable engaging with the public in respectful and intentional manner. Horizontal consensus meetings mean a style of meetings that have rotating facilitators that help guide the meetings along and a process for making decisions that aims at full group  approval rather than majority rule or authority rule. It is not required that work-traders participate in  meetings, but it is important they understand that an important part of living in a horizontal organization is self-motivation, accountability and responsible autonomy. 

A short brief on the work, living condition, and food:


As a work-trader at TLC farm you are asked to do 25 hours a week. Most, if not all, of this work will be done in the garden weeding, preparing beds, moving compost, trimming plants, harvesting vegetables, watering plants, planting beds, clearing paths, and other general garden work. This work is certainly rewarding but often is romanticized by those who have never done farm work before. Be prepared for what can feel like repetitive and never ending tasks. Other work that may be available depending on season is helping with fundraising, advertisement, office work, event prep and cleanup, carpentry projects, and other odd jobs that may arise. 


All work-traders are expected to live outside for the duration of their time at the farm. We recommend tents and warm sleeping bags. We have an abundance of extra tarps you are welcome to use, although many have holes. There are about 6 different camping spots each with a bit of privacy and plenty of flat ground. There is an out door shower available when the weather allows and also a community indoor shower if not. 


Every person who lives on the land is asked to contribute $5 a day if they are eating 3 meals from the community food. This totals $35 a week or $150 a month. If you do not expect to be able to pay this amount please note it on your application and we can see if there is something we can do. Work-traders are expected to make their own meals for breakfast and lunch in the out door kitchen and are welcome to join the all community dinners inside the community house ever night.

What you can expect from the the intentional community and TLC farm:


One person will be assigned as your bottom-line and they will be committed to supporting your integration into your role as a work-trader. This means answering any questions and helping you get situated in a living and working situation. You will also be welcome to join many of the workshops hosted on the land and partake in full moon rituals and saunas. If you are feeling in anyway unsafe or unsupported, we will do what is within our power to help change those dynamics. 

Name:                                                                    Today’s Date:

Work-trade season : April 1st – November 1st

Dates available to start:               Dates plan to stay until:

Phone #:                      Email:                      

1.How has your life journey lead you towards taking interest in participating in the TLC Farm life and organization?

2. What skills and experiences do you have that you will be bringing/offering to the community?

3.Now in the chart below please list your self assigned skill/experience level for each subject: 

(please note level: 0 = none; 1 = some; 2 = significant; 3 = expert)

	Gardening:
	Permaculture:
	Accounting:
	Teaching:
	Consensus process:

	Facilitation:
	Writing:
	Project mgmt:
	IT:
	Volunteer coord.:

	Animal Husbandry:
	carpentry:
	Mediation:
	Fundraising:
	Non-profit mgmt:

	Promotions:
	Natural Building:
	Event mgmt:
	Organizational skills:
	Political engagment:


Please add detail and/or add other relevant skills.

4. Please elaborate on your gardening, building, and land based skills and in what capacity you see yourself most likely contributing during your time here.

  5. Do you have experience living in community? If so, what do you like most? What is most challenging?

6. Do you have experience work trading before? If yes, what did you enjoy about it, what if any where the challenges? If no, what do you expect will be the most challenging piece?

7. How do you deal with interpersonal conflict?

8. What is your experience with autonomy and follow-through in managing projects?

9. Do you plan on having any other commitments while being a work-trader? If yes, what, and how will you balance your time?

9. TLC farm is committed to being a safe space for people of all    classes, ethnicities, abilities, sexes, genders, and sexualities. How will you contribute to this culture of anti-oppression?

10. Describe your ecological footprint (i.e. oil/energy use, waste, household toxic substances, etc.). How committed are you to reducing your footprint?

11. What is your understanding of the term privileged and how do you understand yourself in this context?

 12. What is your relationship with political movements? How do you see yourself as part of social transformation? 

13.What are your dietary needs and habits? Do you expect to be able to contribute $5/day towards the community's bulk food fund? If no, do you have plans to meet your own food needs?

14.Are you willing and comfortable staying in a tent on the land?  Using outdoor shower and outdoor kitchen facilities as appropriate with the season?

15. Do you have a plan for what you will do after your time at the farm?

16. What are you hoping to learn from this experience?

17. As an organization that is working on envisioning a non-money economy it is important for us to develop new ways to reciprocate work. In light of this what would you need from the community to feel your work is reciprocated and appreciated?

18. Any other comments or information you would like to share about yourself.

Please email this back to worktrade@tryonfarm.org with the subject heading: <your name> work-trade app.

Expect a phone call or email back within the next week or so. If you do not receive one feel free to give us a nudge. If you are invited to be a work-trader here at TLC farm we have welcoming nights for all work-traders on Thursday nights, and ask you to come then. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to apply to be a work-trader at TLC farm. We really appreciate your time and hope you understand our desire 

